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Farnborough, UK 	24 July 2026

Vertical Aerospace Caps  
Landmark Week at Farnborough, 
Accelerating the Path to  
Commercial Electric Aviation 

•	 Demonstrates historic public eVTOL transition flights at Farnborough International 

Airshow, showcasing how the aircraft will operate in real world environments 

•	 Announces advanced discussions with the UK Government on support to anchor first 

full-scale production facilities including a grant of up to £10m ($13.5 million), and wider 

support in developing next-generation charging technologies for electric aircraft  

•	 Expands defence momentum through Near Earth Autonomy partnership and confirmed 

interest from the Ministry of Defence in hybrid-electric and autonomous capabilities 

•	 Joins Honeywell Aerospace-led EU initiative to accelerate eVTOL integration into  

European airspace 
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Vertical Aerospace (“Vertical”) (NYSE: EVTL), a global aerospace and technology company 

pioneering electric aviation, concluded a landmark Farnborough International Airshow after a 

week of major milestones that demonstrated the maturity of its technology, the strength of 

the ecosystem supporting commercial electric aviation, and its continued execution against 

certification, manufacturing and commercialization strategy.

Historic Public Flight Demonstrations 

The week began with Vertical making history by completing the first public electric 

vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) transition flight demonstration at the Farnborough 

International Airshow. The aircraft successfully transitioned from vertical take-off to wing-

borne flight before returning to a vertical landing, showcasing how it will operate in real world 

environments without the need for a runway. Vertical continued successful demonstration 

flights throughout the week in front of tens of thousands of visitors.

Stuart Simpson, CEO of Vertical Aerospace, said: 

“This week at Farnborough showed that electric aviation is moving from promise to 

progress. From our historic public transition flight to new customers, partnerships and 

government support, we’ve demonstrated that commercialising a new class of aircraft 

takes more than breakthrough technology - it takes an ecosystem. We’re proud to be 

helping build that ecosystem and bringing the future of flight closer to reality.” 

UK Government Support and Industrialisation 

Alongside the piloted flight demonstrations, Vertical announced it is in advanced discussions 

with the UK Government on a package of support worth up to £10 million ($13.5 million) to 

establish its first full-scale production facilities in the UK, highlighting the UK’s commitment to 

building a world-leading advanced air mobility industry. During the week, the new Secretary 

of State for Business, Innovation, Science and Trade, Jonathan Reynolds, visited Vertical’s 

stand and attended a demonstration flight. 

The Company’s manufacturing plans are intended to support future production scale-up as 

Vertical moves from flight testing toward certification and entry into service. During the week, 

Vertical also signed a Memorandum of Understanding with UK Export Finance to explore 

future export and customer financing support as the Company scales production and serves 

international markets.  

This government momentum, was further expanded with the announcement of a £3.4 million 

UK Government backed ECLiPSE programme led by Vertical Aerospace to develop next-

generation charging and thermal management technologies for electric aircraft . 

https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260720-Farnborough-First-Flight-PR_v3.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260720-Farnborough-First-Flight-PR_v3.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260720-UK-Government-Pledge-Press-Release_v1.5-1.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260724-High-Power-Chaging-Press-Release_v1.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260724-High-Power-Chaging-Press-Release_v1.pdf
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Defence and Autonomous Capabilities 

Vertical also continued to expand its autonomous defence capabilities through its partnership 

with Near Earth Autonomy, while the Ministry of Defence confirmed its interest in the 

Company’s eVTOL, hybrid-electric and autonomous technologies, with ongoing engagement 

to explore future dual-use applications.

Ecosystem and Global Partnerships 

Beyond technology and industrialisation, Vertical continued to build the ecosystem  

needed to bring electric aviation into commercial service. This included: 

•	 Joining Honeywell Aerospace’s Project VERTI-GO, a major European initiative to help 

safely integrate eVTOL aircraft into shared airspace - Europe’s equivalent of the FAA’s 

eVTOL Integration Pilot Program (eIPP). 

•	 Signing of separate new customer agreements with Sigma Air Mobility, an advanced 

air mobility operator and member of the Luxaviation Group, and with VIC Properties to 

explore premium urban air mobility services in Portugal. 

•	 A strategic regulatory collaboration with Saudi Arabia’s General Authority of Civil  

Aviation (GACA), and a separate MoU with Cluster2 Airports Company, a leading  

Saudi airport operator. 

Path to Certification and Entry into Service  

Vertical’s Farnborough announcements build on continued progress toward certification 

of its Valo aircraft and its target of achieving Type Certification in 2029. The company is 

advancing through a structured flight‑test and design‑approval programme, using piloted 

full-scale prototypes to de-risk the path to certification.  

In parallel, Vertical is investing in UK manufacturing and battery facilities and working closely 

with regulators, air navigation service providers, and infrastructure partners to ensure Valo 

can be safely integrated into existing airspace and operated under emerging eVTOL rules. 

This combined focus on technology, regulation, and industrial readiness is designed to 

support a smooth path from certification to commercial entry into service on key urban and 

airport‑shuttle routes. 

Additional images and broadcast-quality video are available here.

https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260721-Honeywell-Verti-Go-press-release_v3.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260721-Honeywell-Verti-Go-press-release_v3.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260721-Honeywell-Verti-Go-press-release_v3.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260710-Sigma-Press-Release_v2.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260722-VIC-Press-Release_v2.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260722-GACCA-Press-Release_v1.pdf
https://vertical-aerospace.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/20260722-GACCA-Press-Release_v1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wifvgK-EX4XH9ZntXgNTF6XG1CBtu_YS
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Cw9Yqw-cgU2YijnN-HD4IouYMQaIQhXW
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About Vertical Aerospace  

Vertical Aerospace is a global aerospace and technology company pioneering electric 

aviation. Vertical is creating a safer, cleaner, and quieter way to travel. Valo is a piloted, 

four-passenger, Electric Vertical Take-Off and Landing (eVTOL) aircraft, with zero operating 

emissions. Vertical is also developing a hybrid-electric variant, offering increased range and 

mission flexibility to meet the evolving needs of the advanced air mobility market. 

Vertical combines partnerships with leading aerospace companies, including Honeywell, 

Syensqo and Sonaca, with its own proprietary battery and propeller technology to develop 

the world’s most advanced and safest eVTOL. 

Vertical has c.1,500 pre-orders of Valo, with customers across four continents, including 

American Airlines, Avolon, Bristow, GOL and Japan Airlines. Certain customer obligations are 

expected to be fulfilled via third-party agreements. Headquartered in Bristol, UK, Vertical’s 

experienced leadership team comes from top-tier aerospace and automotive companies 

such as Rolls-Royce, Airbus, GM, and Leonardo. Together, they have previously certified and 

supported over 30 different civil and military aircraft and propulsion systems. 

Forward-Looking Statements 

This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform 

Act of 1995. Any express or implied statements contained in this press release that are not statements of historical fact 

may be deemed to be forward-looking statements, including, without limitation, statements regarding a UK Government 

package to support the Company’s planned global full-production sites in the United Kingdom, which remains subject 

to the completion of legal, subsidy control, due diligence and ministerial approval processes; the Memorandum of 

Understanding from UK Export Finance, which is not legally binding; the interest from the Ministry of Defence in the 

defence applications for Vertical’s eVTOL, hybrid-electric and autonomous capabilities; the continued support from 

Innovate UK; the receipt of government funding relating to the zero emission flight demonstrator competition; the public 

flight demonstrations at the Farnborough International Airshow and related historical significance; Vertical’s involvement 

in Project VERTI-GO, the Project’s planned initiative and successful milestones;  the non-binding Memorandum of 

Understanding between Vertical and Near Earth Autonomy and its anticipated benefits, the integration of autonomous 

flight systems with Valo; the Memorandum of Understanding with Sigma Air Mobility for the pre-order of Valo aircraft, 

which are not legally binding, conditional and may be terminated without penalty at any time by either party; our ability 

to collaborate with Sigma Air Mobility on aircraft operations, commercial readiness and customer requirements; the 

Memorandum of Understanding with the General Authority of Civil Aviation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to establish 

the regulatory and operational foundations needed to enable Advanced Air Mobility in Saudi Arabia; the Memorandum 

of Understanding with MoU with Cluster2 Airports Company to prepare for the development of eVTOL aircraft 

operations within the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; the design and manufacture of our aircraft and the hybrid-electric 

variant, certification and the commercialization of our aircraft and our ability to achieve regulatory certification of our 

aircraft product on any particular timeline or at all, the features and capabilities of the aircraft, business strategy and 

plans and objectives of management for future operations, including the building and testing of our prototype aircrafts 

on timelines projected, completion of the piloted test programme phases, selection of suppliers, the differential strategy 

compared to our peer group; expectations surrounding pre-orders and commitments; as well as statements that 

include the words “expect,” “intend,” “plan,” “believe,” “project,” “forecast,” “estimate,” “may,” “should,” “anticipate,” 

“will,” “aim,” “potential,” “continue,” “is/are likely to” and similar statements of a future or forward-looking nature. These 

forward-looking statements reflect our current views with respect to future events and are not a guarantee of future 

performance. Actual outcomes may differ materially from the information contained in the forward-looking statements 

as a result of a number of factors, including, without limitation, the important factors discussed under the caption “Risk 

Factors” in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 20-F filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) 

on March 24, 2026, as such factors may be updated from time to time in the Company’s other filings with the SEC. Any 

forward-looking statements contained in this press release speak only as of the date hereof and accordingly undue 

reliance should not be placed on such statements. The Company disclaims any obligation or undertaking to update or 

revise any forward-looking statements contained in this press release, whether as a result of new information, future 

events or otherwise, other than to the extent required by applicable law. 
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For more information:   

Media:

Justin Bates, Head of Communications  

justin.bates@vertical-aerospace.com  

+44 7878 357 463

Investor relations:

Gillian Levine, Investor Relations Lead 

gillian.levine@vertical-aerospace.com 

+1 248 470 8732 
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